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Joint Workshop of CEBI at the University of Copenhagen and the Danish Center for Social Science Research 

(VIVE) 

 

 

“The importance of early-life circumstances: Shocks, parents and policies” 

 
 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 (CSS, building 35, 3rd floor, faculty lounge) 
 

8.30-9.00 Coffee and croissants, fruit  

9.00-9.15 Welcome: Miriam Wüst and Claus Thustrup  

Session 1: Early life environment 
Chair: Birgitta Rabe 

 

9.15-10.00 Pia Pinger, University of Cologne: 

Happy Children: Parental Background, Social 

Environment and the Unequal Development of 

Children's Life Satisfaction 

Discussant: 

Meltem Daysal, SDU 

10:00-10.45 Anne Brenøe, University of Zurich: 

What is the causal effect of breastfeeding promotion on 

child health and cognitive development? 

Discussant: 

Louise Beuchert, VIVE 

10.45-11.00 Coffee break  

Session II: Provider quality 

Chair: Miriam Gensowski 

 

11:00-11.45 Miriam Wüst,  University of Copenhagen: 
Nurse  style and child and maternal health 

Discussant: 
Julie Riise, Bergen 

11.45-12:30 Gabriella Conti, UCL: 

Workforce quality in early intervention: Evidence from 

a large-scale home-visiting programme 

Discussant: 

Rasmus Landersø, RFF 

12:30-13:15 Rita Ginja, University of Bergen: 

Heterogeneous Quality in Delivery of Welfare: 

Evidence from Social Workers in the Chile Solidario 
Program 

Discussant: 

Therese Nilsson, Lund 

13:15-14.15 Lunch  

 
Session III: 

Beliefs and aspirations 

Chair: Pia Pinger 

 

14.15-15.00 Katja Kaufmann, University of Mannheim: 

The Fall of the Aspirations Wall: 

Educational Aspirations, Achievement and Societal 

Change 

Discussant: 

Anne Toft, KU and 

VIVE 

15.00-15.45 Pietro Biroli, University of Zurich: 

Parental Beliefs about Returns to Child Health 

Investments 

Discussant: 

Astrid Würtz 

Rasmussen, AU 

15.45-16.00 Coffee break  
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Session IV: In utero conditions and abortion 

Chair: Gabriella Conti 

 

16.00-16.45 Simona Tudor, SOFI: 

Wage cuts and health at birth: the adverse effects of in 

utero exposure to economic shocks 

Discussant: 

Jane Greve, VIVE 

16.45-17.30 Lena Janys, University of Bonn: 
Abortion and mental health: The role of selection 

Discussant: 
Mette Gørtz, KU 

 
18.30 

 
Dinner at Orangeriet 

 

 

Friday, September 6, 2019 (CSS, building 26, seminar room 2nd floor) 

 

8.30-9.00 Coffee and croissants, fruit  

 
Session V: 

Child educational outcomes 

Chair: Libertad Gonzalez 

 

9.00-9.45 Hans Henrik Sievertsen, University of Bristol: 
Antibiotics and Cognitive Development of Children 

Discussant: 
Petter Lundborg, Lund 

9.45-10.30 Birgitta Rabe, University of Essex: 

Childcare quality and children's educational 

outcomes: a discontinuity approach 

Discussant: 

Nabanita Datta Gupta, 

AU 

10.30-10.45 Coffee Break  

 
Session VI: 

Effectiveness of public interventions 

Chair: Hans Henrik Sievertsen 

 

10.45-11.30 Miriam Gensowski, University of Copenhagen: 

Public and parental investments and children’s skill 

formation 

Discussant: 

Lena Janys, University 

of Bonn 

11:30-12:15 Julie Riise, University of Bergen: 
Effects of Universal Child Care on Long-Run Health 

Discussant: 
Petra Thiemann, Lund 

12.15-13.15 Lunch  

 

13.15-14.15 
 

Janet Currie, Princeton University: 

Child Health as Human Capital 

 

14:15-14:30 Coffee break  

Session VII: Fathers 
Chair: Miriam Wüst 

 

14:30-15:15 Anna Raute, Queen Mary University: 

Paid Parental Leave and Paternity Acknowledgement 

Discussant: 

Herdis Steingrimsdottir, 

CBS 

15:15-16:00 Libertad Gonzalez, University Pompeu Fabra: 

Can public policy change social norms? How 

paternity leave affects children 

Discussant: 

Timo Hener, AU 

16:00 Thank you!  
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